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I                                 statement that Trumbull claimed to be a Democrat.

\ *                               This, he said, would be considered by every Democrat

|                                 in Illinois as a libel upon the party.

f                                     Senator Crittenden called Douglas to order for using

the word "libel/5 which he said was unparliamentary,
'!',                                 being equivalent to the word "lie/*   Douglas insisted

] \                           that he had not imputed untruth to his colleague, but had

||                           only said that all the Democrats in Illinois would impute

I                           it to him when they should read his speech.  He then

|                           went into a general tirade about "Black Republicans,"

4i                            "Know-Nothings," and "Abolitionists," who, he said,

^|                           had joined in making Trumbull a Senator, from which

ij                            it was evident that he was one of the same tribe, and not

; |                            a Democrat.  So far as the people of Illinois were con-

cerned, he said that his colleague did not dare to go be-
fore them and take his chances in a general election, for
he (Douglas) had met him at Salem, Marion County, in
the summer of 1855, and had told him in the presence of
thousands of people that, differing as they did, they ought
not both to represent the State at the same time. There-
fore, he proposed that they should both sign a paper re-
signing their seats and appeal to the people, "and if I did
not beat him now with his Ejiow-N<jthingism, Abolition-
ism, and all other isms by a majority of twenty thousand
votes, he should take the seat without the trouble of a
contest."

Neither Trumbull nor Douglas was gifted with the
sense of humor, but Trumbull turned the laugh on his
antagonist by his comments on the coolness of the pro-
posal that both Senators should resign their seats, which
Governor Matteson would have the right to fill imme-
diately, and which the people could in no event fill by a
majority vote, since the people did not elect Senators
under our system of government. Tiie reason why he did route.
